RUDIGER ROBERT BEER, Unicorn. Myth and reality, translated by Charles M.
Stem, New York and London, Ash & Grant, 1977, 8vo, pp. 215 Their work is unique, for little detailed study has been carried out in this area. They base it entirely on original sources, using computer-aided techniques to handle their material. But this is not just a collection of data, for the authors have provided searching interpretations of them and they have integrated their findings with their wide and deep knowledge of Scottish social and economic history. Bills of mortality, famine, bubonic plague, smallpox, causes of death, and the demographic influence of the potato are the main medical matters under consideration.
Professor Flinn and his colleagues should be congratulated on producing a book which will be much in demand. It will become a classic of its kind, and it is to be hoped that it will stimulate other groups to produce similar regional demographic histories. It is a pity, therefore, that the price is so high and the paper and format so poor.
PETER LASLETT, Family life and illicit love in earlier generations, Cambridge
University Press, 1977, 8vo, pp. [vi], 270, £15.00. Mr. Laslett is Director of the Cambridge Group for the History of Population and Social Structure, and he believes that of the various approaches to the increasingly popular topic, the history of the family, the quantitative is the most valuable. To illustrate this he has collected together seven essays, most of which are based on papers published elsewhere or presented at conferences. From masses of data collected
